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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the following communication: RCE filed on 7/23/04. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masuda 
(U.S. 6181440), and in view of Guthrie et al (U.S. 6161 185). 

Regarding claim 1, Masuda discloses an apparatus for conducting a retrieval of document 
data, comprising: 

(1) storing means (Memory, Fig. 1) for storing the document data; 

(2) a receiver (facsimile device, Fig. 1, col. 2, lines 63-67 and col. 3, lines 1-33) , for receiving 
from a user a request for retrieval of the document data, with the request including a password 
(col. 3, lines 8-33); 

(3) a transmitter (network control unit, Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 8-48), for transmitting the password, 
received by said receiver, to a managing unit (FAX system control unit, Fig. 1) on a network; 

(4) deciding means (FAX System control unit, Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 1-9) for, when said managing 
unit confirms the password transmitted by said transmitter, receiving a confirmation result from 
said managing unit to decide, on the basis of said confirmation result, whether or not the user is 
an authorized user; 

(5) retrieving means (FAX system control unit, Fig. 1, col. -6, lines 1-22) for retrieving the 
document data stored in said storing means according to a decision result obtained by said 
deciding means; 

(6) outputting means (printer unit, Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 1-9) for outputting document data retrieved 
by said retrieving means; 
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However, Masuda does not disclose expressly, wherein an apparatus for conducting a 
retrieval of document data, comprising: 

(1) issuing means for automatically issuing a new password in response to receiving from a user 
a request for retrieval of the document data by said receiver, wherein the user is notified of the 
new password if the users is authorized; and 

(2) registering means for transmitting the new password, issued by said issuing means, to said 
managing unit to register the new password as a valid password. 

Guthrie, in the same field of endeavor for passwords protected access to documents, 
discloses: 

(1) issuing means for automatically (server automatically generates a new password, col. 6, lines 
42-64) issuing a new password in response to receiving from a user a request for retrieval of the 
document data by said receiver, wherein the user is notified of the new password if the users is 
authorized (col. 7, lines 45-62); and 

(2) registering means (server, col. 6, lines 42-64) for transmitting (transmitting via a network, 
fig. 1) the new password, issued by said issuing means, to said managing unit to register the new 
password as a valid password. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify Masuda as per teachings of Guthrie because of a following reason: to 
prevent print out of confidential reception images/documents (Masuda, col. 5, lines 55-65) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Masuda with Guthrie to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 2, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said receiver includes a local receiver (control panel, Fig. 1) for receiving a request from the 
user, if a local user, and a remote receiver (network control unit, Fig. 1) for receiving a request 
sent from the user, if a remote user, through a network. 

Regarding claim 3, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising a control panel (control panel, fig. 1, col. 3, lines 8-33) for performing a 
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predetermined display in response to a key operation by the user, wherein said local receiver 
receives a retrieval request and a password inputted from said control panel. 

Regarding claim 4, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising a reader (scanner, Fig. 1), for reading an original to produce image information, 
wherein said local receiver receives a retrieval request and a password extracted from the image 
information taken by said reader. 

Regarding claim 5, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said remote receiver receives a retrieval request and a password sent from a terminal through a 
network (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 44-48). 

Regarding claim 6, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said remote receiver a retrieval request and a password extracted from image information sent 
from a terminal through a network (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 44-48). 

Regarding claim 7, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising a facsimile receiver (facsimile device, Fig. 10 for receiving a facsimile image, 
wherein said remote receiver receives a document a retrieval request and a password extracted 
from an image which said facsimile receiver receives. 

Regarding claim 8, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
said outputting means outputs document data in a different manner (printer provided by facsimile 
device, Fig. 1 & 6, or transmits the documents to the information processing device, Fig. 1 & 6, 
col. 5, lines 9-54) in accordance with whether said receiver behaves as said local receiver or said 
remote receiver. 

Regarding claim 9, Masuda further discloses an apparatus according to claim 8, further 
comprising a facsimile transmitter (facsimile device 1, Fig. 1) for conducting a facsimile 
transmission to a predetermined address, wherein said outputting means, when a retrieval request 
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is receive through a facsimile reception, transmits document data retrieved by said retrieving 
means in the form of a facsimile image to a retrieval requesting facsimile unit through the use of 
said facsimile transmitter. 

Regarding claims 10-17 recite limitations that are similar and in the same scope of 
invention as to those in claims 1-9 above; therefore, claims 10-17 are rejected for the same 
rejection rationale/basis as described in claims 1-9. 

Regarding claims 18-26: Claims 18-26 are the method claims corresponding to the 
apparatus claims 1-9. The methods are included by the operation of the apparatus claims. Please 
see claims rejection basis/rationale as described in claims 1-9 above. 

Regarding claims 27-34: Claims 27-34 are the method claims corresponding to the 
apparatus claims 1-9. The methods are included by the operation of the apparatus claims. Please 
see claims rejection basis/rationale as described in claims 1-9 above. 

Claims 35-51 corresponds to claims 1-9 except computer readable memory medium for 
storing program is claimed rather that printing system or data output apparatus. All 
computers/printers have some type of computer readable memory medium (Memory, fig. 1, 
Masuda) for storing computer programs, hence claims 35-51 would be rejected using the same 
rationale as in claims 1-9. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-51 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L Pham whose telephone number is (703) 305-1 897. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K Moore can be reached on (703)308-7452. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Thierry L. Pham 





